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Budding Abodes
Make the most of your home this spring. 

Spring has sprung in Reno-Tahoe, and this season, many 
area professionals are here to help with all of those 
homeowner tasks. Here are a few tips to keep in mind this 

season as you get your home warm-weather ready.



WE KNOW THE PERFECT
BACKDROP FOR ALL
YOUR FAMILY FAVORITES

(775) 720-7800 | MajesticMarbleTile.com

Commitment to the craft – that’s what home chefs can expect from Majestic Marble & Tile. 
We’re a family-owned company with over 20 years of experience in providing top-quality 
stonework to Northern Nevada homes. 

Whatever your style, whatever your budget, Majestic Marble & Tile can provide all of your 
stone and tile needs. Contact us today for a free quote and in-house consultation.

UP YOUR KITCHEN GAME WITH GOURMET MARBLE AND TILE WORK

THIS IS WHERE GREAT FLAVORS
MEET GREAT TASTE

(775) 720-7800 | MajesticMarbleTile.com

We’ve spent decades working alongside home and business owners to bring 
timeless style and elegance into their space. We use our extensive knowledge to 
help choose your product, draw up designs, and fabricate your granite, marble, and 
tile in-house before our seasoned installers handle the rest.

Whatever your style or budget, chat with us about it today for a free quote and 
in-house consultation.

EXPERTLY CUT STONEWORK MAKES EVERY WEEKNIGHT GO-TO
FEEL LIKE A SPECIAL OCCASION.
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at the heart  
of the home

Compass Nevada, LLC is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All 
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without 
notice. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Tayona Tate | Compass
YourPickettFence Group
NV Lic BS.146206
Tayona@compass.com
775.762.8355

Ignite Your 
INNER CHEF

CZYZ’S APPLIANCE
10960 West River St.

Truckee

530-582-4400

9738 S. Virginia St., Suite AB

Reno

775-322–3451

774 Mays Blvd. #11

Incline Village

775-831-1300

The Right Spray 
When it comes to natural or manmade countertops and 
solid surfaces, a simple combo of soap and water is the 
best cleaning solution.

“When you use harsh chemicals, they break down the 
sealant, and you run the risk of staining the stone,” 
says Jennifer McCain-Dunbar, scheduling and project 
coordinator for Majestic Marble & Tile in Reno. “You 
want to avoid products that have acids or a vinegar 
base. Dish soap is a degreaser whereas the others have 
the solvents in them. If you want to spray something, 
mix a small amount of dish soap in a spray bottle and 
dilute it with water.”

Outside the Home 
With the amazingly wet winter we had, all that water 
can wreak havoc on a foundation. Steve Gunderson, 
director of residential remodels with Curtis Bros. 
Construction Inc. in Reno, has a simple way to forecast 
any leaks or foundation troubles down the road. 
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Build your new home with confidence. 

With a commitment to quality and a reputation for excellence,  
Toll Brothers is a home builder you can trust. 
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TollBrothers.com/RenoHomes 
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“It’s always a great idea to check your gutters and pay 
close attention to where any water is building up near or 
next to the home,” he adds. “Some people don’t realize 
if they don’t clean out the gutters, the water can puddle 
and create issues. Maintenance will help tremendously in 
the long run.”

As we move into the spring and summer, homeowners 
start to look for ways to update and improve their 
outdoor living spaces. A refresh in the front or backyard 
can be as big or small as the homeowner would like, but 
no matter what the project is, the excitement of a new 
space will be pleasing for all.

“Whether doing simple things like adding new furniture 
and accessories, or a major overhaul of creating an 

outdoor kitchen or adding a fireplace, Northern Nevadans are 
bringing life outdoors,” says Donna O’Connell, Reno division 
president of Toll Brothers.

Rules of the Roost 
Does the egg shortage have you thinking about raising 
chickens? Tayona Tate, global real estate advisor with Compass 
in Reno, has advice for those considering adding chickens to 
their roosts. 

“There are some neighborhoods that are more dense, where 
you may have heard a chicken or two,” she notes. “Before you 
decide to purchase any type of animal besides a dog or cat, 
you might consider the covenants, conditions, and restrictions 
or homeowners association rules. Before you get that therapy 
goat, it may not be allowed.”

Framed Accolades 
Michele Larson, owner of The Frame Shop in Reno and Sparks, 
encourages readers to cherish awards and accomplishments in 
a special way.

“College diplomas highlight your hard work, time, and money 
spent to learn a specific field,” she says. “Many professionals 
display their diplomas and certifications in their offices. Let 
your custom framing professionals help you frame your 
achievements in a style unique to you.”

Make it Your Market 
“It’s always the right time to buy if it’s the right time for you, 
and same goes with selling your home,” explains Betsy Caron, 
Realtor with Chase International Real Estate in Sparks.

While a lot of people are concerned with interest rates and 
market prices, Caron urges her clients to consider what will 
work for them at that time. 

“If you’re looking to buy because you’re currently renting or 
you don’t want to be house poor, buying might be the better 
option. It’s always a personal situation for everyone I work with. 

“You need an agent who you trust,” she adds. “Even if you’re 
simply considering entering the market, the best thing to do is 
call an agent first and follow their advice with getting a lender 
partner right away. Having your team, your agent, and a lender 
together at the same time will work for you, for however long 
it takes.”





Smart with Sotheby’s 
Blake Williams, real estate adviser with Sierra 
Sotheby’s International Realty in Reno, encourages 
people to be prepared when selling a home  
this spring. 

“All the weather from the winter months can have 
harsh effects on your home,” he says. “A proactive 
tip to make sure your home is ready to list after the 
winter season would be to schedule a full home 
inspection. This will give any seller insight as to 
items that need to be remedied and addressed 
before listing. Whether you choose to give those 
items attention now or are just curious to know 
what your house’s pulse is, it’s a good move.”

He also suggests buyers use closing credits in 
negotiations. 

“I've had several offers in the past six months 
accept closing credits that can be used to 
ultimately buy down a buyer’s interest rate. It’s a 
great option, as a reduction in your rate can reduce 
your monthly mortgage payment. Until rates can 
level out, using a closing credit will continue to be 
a great tool, whether it’s this spring season or for 
the rest of the year.”

We built our reputation making short work of the 
toughest jobs for some of the biggest names in the 
area. Now, imagine that same reliability when we’re 
renovating your home. Whatever the project, we 
have the experience and skill to get it done on time 
and within budget. 

Give us a call today to discuss your remodel and 
make it a done deal.

“I WANT OUR DINNER
  PARTIES TO BE THE
  STUFF OF LEGEND.” 

CurtisBrosInc.com
(775) 857-1151

Kitchen design in Lakeridge, Reno by Curtis Bros.



Backed by Sotheby’s International Realty, agents 
located within the Reno-Tahoe area have access to 
unmatched marketing and exposure opportunities 
that position their distinctive properties in front of 
local, national, and global audiences in addition to 
an exclusive network of professionals. Using these 
tools, they connect buyers and sellers from down 
the street or across the world. Whether searching 
for California lakefront homes in the Carnelian Bay, 
Homewood, or Rubicon Bay neighborhoods along 
Lake Tahoe’s west and north shores or seeking the 
tax advantages found on Lake Tahoe’s Nevada 
shoreline communities of Incline Village, Glenbrook, 
or Zephyr Cove, Sierra Sotheby’s International Realty 
is a great resource for all of your real estate needs.

As temperatures begin to rise, get outside in that 
dream yard, keep the house in tip-top shape, and 
consider that big move with the help of these area 
experts. Be sure to tell them edible Reno-Tahoe  
sent you! 

THE LEADER IN LUXURY  |  CHASEINTERNATIONAL.COMTHE LEADER IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE    |   CHASEINTERNATIONAL.COM

BETSY CARON
REALTOR®  |  NV S 0189575

775 848 6285  |  775 737 5900
bcaron@chaseinternational.com

betsycaron.chaseinternational.com

Your Joy. Your Health. 
Your Success.

Call or Text Me to Talk About Your 
Next Real Estate Adventure

 EVO ELECTRIC FOR 
EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL

Northern Nevada’s only full 
service electrical contractor

Lighting • Wiring
Installations • Service Calls

NV LICENSE #0087954
License C-2a • License Limit: $1,500,000

(775) 220-8866 | evoelectricnv.com

Karen Walker Hill, 
Realtor®

Ferrari-Lund Real Estate
3770 Lakeside Drive,  
Suite 100, Reno

775-688-4000 work
775-830-1770 cell
Walkerhill@saturnnet.com

Nevada License #S.14934



www.sierrasothebysrealty.com

T R U C K E E    D O W N T O W N
10044 Donner Pass Road | Truckee, CA
530.587.3500

O L Y M P I C  V A L L E Y    P A L I S A D E S
1750 East Village Road, 63B | Olympic Valley, CA
530.581.1800

© 2023 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. 
Each Sotheby’s International Realty offi ce is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. 

All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.

S O U T H  L A K E  T A H O E
2247 Lake Tahoe Boulevard | South Lake Tahoe, CA
530.494.7600

Z E P H Y R  C O V E
195 Highway 50, Suite 200 | South Lake Tahoe, CA
530.494.7600

I N C L I N E  V I L L A G E
570 Lakeshore Boulevard | Incline Village, NV 
775.832.4900

R E N O
13945 S Virginia Street, #606 | Reno, NV
775.384.6900

T A H O E  C I T Y    L A K E S I D E
950 N Lake Boulevard, 12C | Tahoe City, CA
530.583.4004

T R U C K E E    T H E  R O C K
11177 Brockway Road | Truckee, CA
530.587.3505

A legacy in real estate. A mastery of real estate marketing. Contact one of our offi ces today to get started.
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Chase International  
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Chaseinternational.com

Curtis Bros. Construction 
Curtisbros.com

Czyz’s Appliance  
Czyzsbrandsource.com

EVO Electric 
Evoelectricnv.com

Karen Walker Hill,  
Ferrari-Lund Real Estate  
Ferrari-lund.com

Majestic Marble & Tile 
Majesticmarbletile.com

Nova Tile & Stone 
Novatileandstone.com

Omega Mortgage Group 
Omeganv.com

Sierra Sotheby’s 
International Realty 
blakewilliamsrealtor.com

Tayona Tate, Compass 
Compass.com

The Frame Shop 
Nvframes.com

The Olson Group of  
RE/MAX Gold 
Olsonrealestategroup.com

Toll Brothers 
Tollbrothers.com

HOME GUIDE RESOURCES

YOUR CHERISHED MEMORIES  
DESERVE THE BEST BACKGROUND

4840 Vista Blvd., Suite 106, Sparks • (775) 657-6400
3432 Lakeside Dr., Reno • 775-825-1993

TWO LOCATIONS:

Quality custom 
framing since 1974

B L A K E  W I L L I A M S
Global Real Estate Advisor®
NV S.177312

blake.williams@sothebysrealty.com 
775.233.0011| b lakewi l l iamsreal tor.com

Each office is independantly owned and operated. 

Call or text anytime to chat about your 
next investment. Coffee on me!



Tips to Embark Upon a 
Beautiful, Budget-Friendly 
Home Remodel.

WRITTEN BY NORA HESTON TARTE

PHOTOS BY ASA GILMORE

Many homeowners wish to update their living 
spaces, but the budget often becomes a 
deciding factor in whether their dreams can 

come true. One reason cost can be so prohibitive is that 
homeowners often have several projects throughout their 
homes that they wish to finish at once, especially if they 
live in houses built some time ago. 

One solution to this barrier is to complete your home 
remodel in smaller sections, redoing one room or area 
at a time. Not only does this break up the cost into more 
manageable sums, but it also offers convenience to the 
homeowner, who can then avoid being displaced while 
the remodel is completed in only one section of their 
humble abode.

Luxurious Renovation



Plan with the Pros 
If you decide to go this route, a 
good first step is to identify your 
most desired changes. Working 
with a designer and contractor 
at this point in the process is 
invaluable to understanding 
and organizing your priorities 
in redoing the space. The 
contractor/designer can offer 
suggestions on how best to 
accomplish your goals, while 
also factoring in your budget to 
make the most of it. Curtis Bros. 
Construction, the contractor on 
the project featured in these 
pages, provides in-house design 
services headed by its director 
of residential remodels, Steve 
Gunderson, who approached  
this project with that philosophy 
in mind.

This particular project, at a home 
in West Reno, was mainly a 
bathroom remodel, but it also 
included refreshing the living 
room’s fireplace area. Several of 
the angled walls were removed 
to create an overall more modern 
aesthetic. And the pièce de 
resistance was the installation of 
a silver-gray-black onyx slab from 
Nova Tile & Stone in Reno for  
the hearth. 

BATHROOM AFTER

BATHROOM BEFORE



“The main goal of this remodel 
project was to address the layout and 
functionality of the master bathroom, 
primarily, while addressing HVAC 
challenges that would be posed  
by the scope of the project,” 
Gunderson says.

Bathrooms and Kitchens 
“When it comes to remodeling, I 
would say the primary bathroom and 
kitchen are the two most popular 
areas,” says Jeff Mecca, showroom 
manager of Western Nevada Supply 
in Reno, which supplied the bathtub, 
sinks, faucets, and shower and bath 
accessories for this project. “We see a 
lot of people transforming the primary 
bath into their own private retreats.”

That is the approach taken in the 
remodel shown here. This bathroom 
remodel reduced the size of the 
primary bedroom. The decision 
to do so was an easy one for the 
homeowners because the home was 
built with an expanded primary retreat. 
The result was a lot of unutilized space 
in the bedroom that would better 
serve the bathroom.

This remodel changed the square 
footage of several rooms, requiring 
structural modifications that may not 
fit every budget. Gunderson says 
proper planning and continual review 
helps keep more complicated projects 
on track. A bathroom remodel also 
involves several trades, so hiring a 
general contractor or designer to 
manage subcontractors can help with 
organization and timeline.

LIVING ROOM BEFORE

LIVING ROOM AFTER

Custom Touches 
Some of the custom touches featured 
in this Reno remodel are heated 
tile flooring, a towel warmer, and 
custom lighting scheme, all installed 
by EVO Electric in Sparks. Nova Tile 
& Stone provided the quartzite slab 
and tile walls, calacatta gold marble 
for the floor, and Majestic Tile & 
Stone in Carson City fabricated and 
installed the hardscape. The Diamond 
Cabinets modular units were 
provided by local distributor Czyz’s 
Appliance in Reno. 



The homeowners opted to live in the space during the remodel, 
so the contractor offered a unique modular containment system,  
Dexter Containment, to offer a reprieve from the construction 
dust, noise, and overall disruption from the work in progress. 

A great finishing touch was hiring Advanced Media Group 
in Reno to install a Sonos sound system and connect it via 
Bluetooth to various home zones, including the bathroom.

Material Choices 
Experts agree that budget is the most important part of the 
remodel process. You may have already addressed some 
concerns by choosing to complete your home remodel one  
room or area at a time, but material also plays a big part in the 
final cost. 

“Oftentimes, the client already has a budget in mind, and  
it is important to respect their budget and how to design  
around that,” says Erin Morse, senior designer at California 
Closets in Reno, which completed the closet renovation in the 
featured home. 

Morse says there are several modifications that can be made to 
account for budget restrictions while still giving clients what they 
want. For example, units that reach from floor to ceiling often are 
more expensive, while a hanging installation will save money. 

Calacatta gold marble detail



CLOSET AFTER

“If the client would like to 
have drawers installed and 
the design is higher than their 
budget, we can use … a wire 
basket with a canvas liner to 
substitute,” Morse says. 

California Closets also uses 
several tricks of the trade to 
keep prices as low as possible 
without skimping on quality, 
such as designing in standard 
numbers to cut down on labor 
costs in the warehouse — a 
factor most homeowners would 
never consider. 

The closet pictured was 
completely redesigned from 
the original, which was about 
20 years old. In addition to an 
intentional storage system, 
other luxury features were a 
high priority. 

“The closet includes many 
accessories to make … day-to-
day life easier and to feel more 
organized,” Morse says. “The 
homeowners chose LED lights 
and glass doors to really make 
the closet sparkle.” 

Erin Morse, senior designer at 
California Closets in Reno

CLOSET BEFORE



RESOURCES

Advanced Media Group  
(Custom Audio/Visual)  
775-815-9416; Amgblaine@gmail.com

California Closets Reno 
Californiaclosets.com/california-closets 
-reno-bc08ff393dec

Curtis Bros. Construction, Inc.  
(General Contractor)  
Curtisbrosinc.com

Czyz’s Appliance 
Czyzsbrandsource.com

Dexter Containment  
Dextercontainment.com

EVO Electric (Electrical Contractor)  
Evoelectricnv.com

Majestic Tile & Stone  
Majesticmarbletile.com

Nova Tile & Stone  
Novatileandstone.com

Western Nevada Supply  
Goblueteam.com

Special Touches 
The bathroom design matches the luxury of the closet, Brizo 
sink and shower faucets and tub filler in luxe gold with a Toto 
toilet with heated seat and bidet functions, and an extra-
large freestanding composite soaking tub. Other options 
to consider are steam showers, showerheads with massage 
settings, hydrotherapy bathtubs, and more. 

These design functions rectified one of the clients’ top 
complaints: The space, overall, felt cold and outdated. 
This paired with the storage systems installed by California 
Closets checked all of the necessary boxes.  

“When selecting materials for your project, it’s a good idea 
to have some kind of budget in place,” Mecca suggests. 
“There are a lot of choices and price ranges when it comes 
to the materials … You do control the budget.” 

Because the labor costs rarely change when materials are 
upgraded or downgraded, there may be some wiggle room 
in the budget by going with less-expensive materials. 

Because bathroom remodels require several trades to get 
involved, homeowners will need to manage expectations. 
Some jobs can take a lot of time, especially tile installation, 
so taking a sit-back-and-relax approach will serve you. 

“Yes, it can be an intrusion to your normal routine, but it’s 
well worth it,” Gunderson says. 

The homeowners on this remodel are extremely pleased with 
the customer service and workmanship from the contractor, 
designer, and subcontractors listed here. And they are 
basking in the glory of their newly refreshed space, with an 
eye to their next home remodel project. 

Firepalce detail


