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Humble abodes
Experts talk kitchen spaces,  
renovations, the market, and more.

When it comes to renovating home kitchens, making the home 
unique, and navigating the housing market, Reno-Tahoe is lucky to 
have many talented professionals who are able to help customers 

through the twists and turns. Here are some important points to keep in 
mind with regard to your home, according to local experts. 



YOU MAKE GREAT MEALS.
WE MAKE GREAT SPACES 
WHERE THEY HAPPEN. 
And together, they’ll make new memories for years to come. 
We’ve been Northern Nevada’s locally-owned choice for 
high-end kitchen remodels for over 20 years. Our certified 
staff work on-time and on-budget to turn typical kitchens into 
dream cooking spaces that perform as good as they look.

Share your vision with us today for a free quote.

CurtisBros.com | (775) 857-1151



It’s All About the Kitchen 
Meals. Conversation. Homework. Crafts. The kitchen 
is the hub of the house and often is the place where 
family and friends congregate, with or without food. 
With that in mind, it’s important to make the kitchen 
functional for you. 

“The kitchen really is the heart of the home,” 
explains Betsy Caron, Realtor with Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Drysdale Properties 
in Sparks. “It’s the space where everyone feels 
comfortable. It’s an easy place to gather and talk 
and just be a unit.”

Caron recommends homeowners really look at 
how they use a kitchen when considering a move 
or renovating. Donna O’Connell, Reno division 
president of Toll Brothers, agrees, noting the 
importance of a smart space. 

“A well-designed kitchen will elevate your cooking 
experience to a new level,” O’Connell says. “We 
see customers who want a large island and ample 
counter space, plenty of storage, and all the 
amenities available where and when they need 
them. Another biggie is state-of-the-art appliances 
and convection ovens with temperature control. You 
want to focus on how to save time and cook food 
evenly while feeling like a professional chef in your 
own home.”

TEAM UP WITH A 
TOP-RATED

ELECTRICAL COMPANY
Safe and reliable wiring services

for Northern Nevada homes.

NV LICENSE #0087954
License C-2a • License Limit: $1,500,000

(775) 220-8866 | evoelectricnv.com



(775) 720-7800 | MajesticMarbleTile.com

Majestic Marble & Tile is a family-owned company with over 20 years of experience in the 
granite and tile industry. We're committed to our craft, and to working alongside home and 
business owners to bring style, elegance, and timeless appeal into their spaces.

Whatever your style, whatever your budget, Majestic Marble & Tile can provide all of your 
stone and tile needs. Contact us today for a free quote and in-house consultation.

TOP QUALITY STONEWORK IS THE DINNER GUEST 
THAT’S ALWAYS INVITED

LUXURY IS SERVED



When considering a kitchen remodel, Steve Gunderson, 
project manager with Curtis Bros. Construction Inc. in 
Reno, encourages talking to your designer about what 
you enjoy cooking and how many people typically hang 
around the space. Having worked with several clients 
with specific cooking needs, Gunderson emphasizes 
customization is key when it comes to the kitchen. 

“One family has a ravioli board that fits over their whole 
island to give one big working surface,” he says as an 
example. “If someone likes to bake a lot, let your designer 
know so he or she can add appropriate storage and 
prepping areas. The options are endless for making the 
kitchen your own.”

For those who tend to keep the cook company during 
meal preparation, comfortable seating can make all the 
difference. Charlotte Michaels, founder and manager 
of Transcend Interiors in Reno, explains, “It’s important 
to have a well-balanced great room and kitchen space, 
so when your spouse or children cook for you, you can 
sit back and enjoy a glass of wine. Cozy seats and large 
counters can be inviting and productive for the family and 
company. Talking with an interior designer is a great place 
to start.”

YOUR CHERISHED MEMORIES  
DESERVE THE BEST BACKGROUND

Hand-crafted 
Archival Framing and 

Complementary Designs

4840 Vista Blvd., Suite 106, Sparks • (775) 657-6400
3432 Lakeside Dr., Reno • 775-825-1993

TWO LOCATIONS:



CENTRAL/NORTH RENO

Rancharrah
In the heart of Reno

The Cli� s at Somersett
Panoramic Sierra Views

Hilltop at Lakeridge

Luxury Townhomes

SOUTH RENO

Edgeworth at Caramella Ranch
Mountain Scenery

Regency at Caramella Ranch
55+ Active Adult Community

SPARKS

Cinnamon Ridge
Scenic single-level living

Stonebrook 
Close to Recreation 

Regency at Stonebrook
55+ Active Adult Community

Harris Ranch - Coming Soon
Luxury one and two level homes

Build your new home with confi dence. 

With a commitment to quality and a reputation for excellence, 
Toll Brothers is a home builder you can trust.

DI S C OV E R TH E DI FFE R E NC E
TollBrothers.com/RenoHomes

or call 855-400-8655

7400 Rancharrah Pkwy, Suite 130  |  Reno, NV 89511

GLENROSA   |   STONEBROOK  |   SPARKS, NV

Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law. Listing Broker Toll Brothers Real Estate Inc.  1113266  12/21
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716 S. Virginia St., Reno
Transcendinteriors.net

Soak It Up 
Updates to other areas of the home also can make a difference 
in the aesthetic and the market value. Jeff Mecca, showroom 
manager for Western Nevada Supply in Sparks, finds there is a 
lot of interest in bathroom updates — especially when it comes 
to the bathtub. 

“What we’re seeing is freestanding tubs have gone even 
beyond a trend,” he explains. “They open up the space and 
are easier to get in and out of.” 

Mecca says freestanding bathtubs come in acrylic, man-made 
solid surface (in matte or gloss finish), copper, or stone. Some 
manufacturers offer air systems for massage features along with 
aromatherapy and chromatherapy (color therapy). 

Artful Approach 
To help create visual appeal, head to Art Source Gallery, where 
gallerist Christel Citko helps customers find the perfect pieces 
for their homes. 

“We collect art to celebrate a memory, support emerging artists, 
make a statement, create a legacy, beautify our home or office, 
or maybe just to add joy to every day,” she says. 

In addition to offering greatly reduced pricing on all inventory, 
Citko partners with quality suppliers around the world for 
custom moldings and frames.

“We have in-depth knowledge of custom framing and 
encourage folks to bring their art in for gorgeous displays, 
especially if they had them done more than 10 years ago, so we 
can preserve the piece and update the look,” Citko says.

When it comes to memorabilia and artwork, Michele Larson, 
owner of The Frame Shop in Reno and Sparks, suggests 
custom displays that won’t hurt the pocketbook. Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day, and graduation ceremonies are all occasions to be 
celebrated with many frame-worthy elements to consider.

“We see jerseys and golf balls for dad; graduation caps, medals, 
tassels, as well as graduation certificates for the graduates; and 
moms love to see a piece of art their young children made in 
school inside a colorful, bright ‘fun frame,’” Larson notes.

For those who like the look of a framed piece with the option  
to change the artwork easily, Larson recommends a Wexel 
frame. Using two clear pieces of glass or acrylic between 
mounted magnets, these frames are esthetically pleasing and 
simple to update.



Bringing the Outdoors In 
Feeling closed in is outdated when there are so many choices 
that take advantage of outside spaces. Tayona Tate, global 
real estate adviser with Compass in Reno, suggests an 
aesthetically pleasing alternative to the traditional garage 
door, for example.

“A lot of people are using sliding glass doors or French 
doors to replace their garage doors,” she explains. “It gives a 
modern flair and provides a light, open, and airy feel. People 
are looking more for that now and want to continue to bring 
the outside into the home in creative ways.”

Omega Mortgage Group is a DBA of infinity Equity Group NMLS #1253874 Infinity Equity Group is 
an Equal Housing Lender. This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit.  

Restrictions may apply. Information and/or data is subject to change without notice.  
All loans are subject to credit approval. Not all loans or products are available in all states. 

Finally a Lender to Whom You’d 
Refer Your Friends & Family

10663 Professional Cir., 
Ste. A, Reno 

480-239-3599 
Omglending.com 

Omeganv.com
NMLS: 1990436

Kevin Jepsen

at the heart  
of the home

Compass Nevada, LLC is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal 
Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for 
informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed 
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, 
or withdrawal without notice. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally 
enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Tayona Tate | Compass
Tate’s Yourpickettfence Group
NV Lic BS.146206
Tayona@compass.com
775.762.8355

Over 20 years as a full-time Realtor 
in Northern Nevada
compass.com



 Artsourcereno@gmail.com • Artsourcerenogallery.com

Grills Mastered 
When it comes to barbecues and outdoor cooking spaces, 
Sam Olson, team lead/owner of The Olson Group of  
RE/MAX Realty Affiliates in Reno, reminds readers to put 
safety at the top of their minds. 

“A briquette barbecue should be kept away from your 
house; make sure it’s fully extinguished and away from 
kids,” Olson says. “An outdoor kitchen adds mountains 
of value to the house, expands the footprint, and can be 
a really fun focal point for outdoor entertainment. I would 
recommend reaching out to someone mentioned in this 
Home Guide and have it professionally installed. If you’re 
running water lines, electricity, and gas for a full kitchen, it’s 
important that it’s done professionally and worth the money 
to do it right. As for me, I’ll keep using my trusty Weber and 
a cooler.” 

Market Madness 
The Reno-Tahoe housing market continues to be affected by 
low inventory and rising prices. Karen Walker Hill, residential 
specialist for Ferrari-Lund Real Estate in Reno, encourages 
those who are thinking of selling to jump in. 

“It’s the best time to sell something that is difficult [to sell], with 
no backyard or view, or something considered a fixer upper. 
Inventory is not at an all-time low, but it is still pretty low. We’re 
seeing multiple offers, multiple bids, and people going over 
asking [price].” 

For those looking to buy, she recommends people stay patient 
and be tough.

“When you make your first offer, have everything in order with 
proof of funds and approvals. Know what your market is, and if 
you want it, you have to bid for it. The new-home market is still 
incredibly good for people who can wait.”

Philanthropist.  
Advocate. Mentor. 

Congratulations

Pamela Ricci
on your 35 years of service to the 

northern Nevada real estate community!

Each office independentlyowned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity 
NV Lic Nos S.1775CB & BO.1454278 775.204.8379

Midtown
1401 S. Virginia @ Pueblo

of
The Olson Group

We are honored to carry on 
your legacy of exceptional 
client representation, and 

welcome your clients into the 
Olson Group family!



Kevin Jepsen, loan officer with Omega Mortgage 
Group in Reno, recommends that those not ready 
to buy or sell consider using the equity in their 
current homes for remodels.

“With home prices going up, remodels in the 
kitchen, master bedroom, and master bathroom 
are some of the bigger adds as far as adding 
[value] to the home,” Jepsen says. “I’ve had a lot 
of people who’ve done remodels over the past 
couple of years, and they refinance to pull the 
equity out of their home for cash to do different 
things, which can end up saving money in the long 
run. Avoid high-interest loans or credit card bills by 
refinancing for those improvements.”

Whatever you do with your home, be sure to make 
it your own, be smart about projects, and enjoy 
some bonding time in the kitchen, all courtesy of 
some great area businesses.  

“The ache for home lives in all of us, the safe place where we can 
go as we are and not be questioned.” – Maya Angelou

Karen Walker Hill, 
Realtor®

Ferrari-Lund Real Estate
3770 Lakeside Drive,  
Suite 100, Reno

775-688-4000 work
775-830-1770 cell
Walkerhill@saturnnet.com

Nevada License #S.14934

Ignite Your 
INNER CHEF

CZYZ’S APPLIANCE
10960 West River St.

Truckee

530-582-4400

9738 S. Virginia St., Suite AB

Reno

775-322–3451

774 Mays Blvd. #11

Incline Village

775-831-1300

Reno Custom  
Framing Center 

Art Source 
2195 S. Virginia St., Reno 

775-828-3525

Mon. by appointment
Tues. – Sat. 10 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Sun. Closed

Reno's Custom Framing Center

Consultation is  
always FREE

We offer exquisite hand-made 
frames, design experience, and 

masterful framing.

We are one of the  
best kept secrets for collectors 

of fine art and frames

OUR INVENTORY IS UNSURPASSED

Artsourcerenogallery.com

Enjoy the Largest 
In-House Framing 
Choices in Town
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Located in Somersett at the First Roundabout 
with Foothill Views 

 Featuring 2,655-3,868 Sq Ft & 3-4 Bedrooms

Waterfront living located off 
Dickerson Road

 Featuring 1,440-2,044 Sq Ft & 2-4 Bedrooms

Gated Community located off El Rancho Drive in Sun Valley
Featuring 1,435-2,006 Sq Ft • 3 Bedrooms

Brae Retreat 233-1910   |   Truckee River Green & Falcon Ridge 389-3512   |   DesertWindHomes.com

NOW
 SELLING

Betsy Caron
Betsy.caron@bhhsdrysdale.com
775-848-6285
RED# S.0189575

Not so great credit? No problem. 

Let me help make your dream of  
owning your own home come true! 

Interest rates are at an all-time low,  
call me today.

You CAN Have Your 
Dream Home! 


