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Warm Winter Dwellings
Create holiday memories and welcoming homes 
with tips from local experts.

A s cooler weather approaches and snow blankets Reno-Tahoe, folks tend to head indoors. 
Whether you’re preparing a family meal, choosing a new paint color for the walls, or 

planning to make some upgrades, look no further than these pages for recommendations 
from area home professionals.
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Great Gathering Spaces
This time of year, the indoors is where 
we spend special occasions and entertain 
guests, who yearn for comfort and 
great company. Donna O’Connell, Reno 
division president of Toll Brothers, knows 
homebuyers appreciate a welcoming space. 

“Winter is when we cozy up in front of the 
fireplace to gather with family and friends, 
or spend lazy afternoons in the kitchen 
whipping up our favorite holiday meals,” 
she explains. “During the holiday season, 
we spend so much time in our kitchens. 
With an open-concept design, for which Toll 
Brothers is known, you remain part of the 
party, and the kitchen often becomes a key 
space where folks congregate.”  

Sam Olson, team lead/owner of The Olson 
Group of RE/MAX Gold in Reno, agrees 
and emphasizes making the most out of the 
space you have. 



CENTRAL/NORTH RENO
Rancharrah
In the heart of Reno

The Cliffs at Somersett
Panoramic Sierra Views

Hilltop at Lakeridge
Luxury Townhomes

SOUTH RENO
Edgeworth at Caramella Ranch
Mountain Scenery

Regency at Caramella Ranch
55+ Active Adult Community

SPARKS
Cinnamon Ridge
Luxury single-level living

Stonebrook 
Close to Recreation 

Regency at Stonebrook
55+ Active Adult Community

Build your new home with confidence. 

With a commitment to quality and a reputation for excellence,  
Toll Brothers is a home builder you can trust. 

DI S C OV E R TH E DI FFE R E NC E 
TollBrothers.com/RenoHomes 

or call 855-400-8655

CANTARO ESSEX ELITE   |   RANCHARRAH  |   RENO, NV

Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. Listing Broker Toll Brothers Real Estate Inc.



Federally insured by NCUA. All loans are subject to credit/collateral approval by Greater Nevada. 
Equal housing lender. NMLS #279738.

It’s time to get back to the things 
you love. While you’re focused on 
the �nal touches, let us take care of 
your �nances—from HELOCs to 
banking and business needs. 

Personal, local service from 
people who get you

Low rates on loans, and fewer 
fees to �t your budget

Open to all Nevadans and 
Nevada businesses

We’d love to meet you and hear 
about your goals. You can find us 
at 15 branches across Nevada, or 
online 24/7 at GNCU.org.

Ready for 
what’s next? 

(We are, too.)

“When the weather cools and people begin 
spending more time indoors, this is where 
they are really using their homes the most,” 
Olson says. “A lot of homes have dated brick 
fireplaces that can be really heavy, sink the 
room, and make it feel smaller than it really is.”

Olson suggests updating it with a fun new 
trend, such as white facing or the addition of 
shiplap to lighten the space. 

“Brightening up a gathering space will make 
it more inviting and justify the value of a 
fireplace,” he says. “Once you’re ready, it’ll 
make a home sell faster, too.”

Create a Blank Canvas
When it comes to paint color and décor for a 
home you’re selling, it’s important to leave a 
little room for the imagination. 

“Painting the walls a neutral color, but to 
where you still feel comfortable, offers a blank 
canvas for when you put your home on the 
market,” explains Betsy Caron, Realtor with 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Drysdale 
Properties in Sparks. “You want future 
homeowners to picture their family heirlooms 
on the walls and make [the home] theirs. When 
you have big, bright, bold colors, it changes 
the energy and is less personal. You want 
prospective buyers to come in and feel as if 
they can make your home into their home.”



Helpful Hobby Stations
Looking to stay put in your 
current home? Perhaps 
adding some personal 
touches can add to your 
enjoyment of living here. 
Giftwrapping, scrapbooking, 
sewing, and even building 
miniature cars all can get a bit 
more exciting and bring more pleasure when you have a  
custom hobby station from California Closets in Reno. Dan 
Du Mond, design manager for California Closets, encourages 
hobbyists to consider reviving their spaces to make them  
exactly what they need. 

“Our systems are completely custom and built into the space,” 
Du Mond says. “We can build a sitting area, or if the person is 
tall or prefers to stand, we can use a higher table. Plus, we have 
more than 20 different finishes to create a unique look. Hobby 
stations are not so modular anymore.”

Located in Somersett at the First Roundabout 
with Foothill Views 

 Featuring 2,655-3,915 Sq Ft & 3-4 Bedrooms

Waterfront living located off 
Dickerson Road

 Featuring 1,700-2,000 Sq Ft & 2-3 Bedrooms

Gated Community located off El Rancho Drive in Sun Valley
Featuring 1,664-1,776 Sq Ft • 3 Bedrooms

Brae Retreat 233-1910   |   Truckee River Green & Falcon Ridge 971-4774   |   DesertWindHomes.com

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
C

lo
se

ts
.c

o
m

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
C

lo
se

ts
.c

o
m



Winter can be Winter can be 
harsh! Let Sierra harsh! Let Sierra 

Air keep you Air keep you 
warm & comfy!warm & comfy!

7 7 5 - 3 6 0 - 4 5 6 5

sierraair.com
NV 24522 • NV 87503

CA 652354 • MHD-A0073

$$5959offoff
full service duct cleaning. 
includes dryer vent cleaning.

 Expires 12/31/2021. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Must present coupon at time of service.

and no payments for 12 months 
O.A.C. For residential units only. 

FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE.

 Expires 12/31/2021. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Must present coupon at time of service.

00%%  interestinterest  
      $$500500OFF New OFF New 

systemssystems
UpUp
toto

$$3535offoff
any repair over $199.00

does not include service fee.
Expires 12/31/2021. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Must present coupon at time of service.

We also 
repair 

and 
replace 

water 
heaters.



Bright-eyed Buyers
“Between November and 
December, market activity tends 
to slow down, but the quality 
of the buyer goes through the 
roof,” explains Karen Walker Hill, 
residential specialist for Ferrari-Lund 
Real Estate in Reno. “People don’t 
go look at houses this time of year 
unless they really want to buy.”

She explains that now is a great 
time to put a house on the market, 
and it’s less competitive for those 
looking to buy. 

“Even though inventories are low, 
there’s not as much competition 
with multiple offers because people 
who have children really try to do 
it in the summer when it’s easier to 
move. If you’re buying in the winter, 
you do have less competition, 
so you have a little more time to 
consider the purchase.” 

Betsy Caron
Betsy.caron@bhhsdrysdale.com
775-848-6285
RED# S.0189575

Not so great credit? No problem. 

Let me help make your dream of  
owning your own home come true! 

Interest rates are at an all-time low,  
call me today.

You CAN Have Your 
Dream Home! 





Ignite Your 
INNER CHEF

CZYZ’S APPLIANCE
10960 West River St.

Truckee

530-582-4400

9738 S. Virginia St., Suite AB

Reno

775-322–3451

774 Mays Blvd. #11

Incline Village

775-831-1300

Karen Walker Hill, 
Realtor®

Ferrari-Lund Real Estate
3770 Lakeside Drive,  
Suite 100, Reno

775-688-4000 work
775-830-1770 cell
Walkerhill@saturnnet.com

Nevada License #S.14934

Consider a HELOC
Almost two years ago, Lindsey and Michael Gay 
purchased Lindsey’s grandparents’ home, the 
place where her father was raised. The Gays knew 
they wanted to keep the nostalgia but were not 
too keen on the outdated layout and style. With 
the help of a home equity line of credit (also 
called a HELOC) from Greater Nevada Credit 
Union, the Gays were able to completely overhaul 
the house and make it their own. 

“We literally took the house down to the studs 
and put it back together,” Lindsey explains. “We 
have new HVAC, plumbing, electrical … We 
added a bed and bath, put in a new laundry, and 
took the whole main living space from smaller 
rooms to an open concept with a fully updated 
kitchen. We vaulted the ceilings and added a 
skylight to brighten things up. Lastly, we gutted 
and updated the front yard.

“This is our second HELOC with GNCU. The 
process was easy, quick, and stress free.” 

A line of credit that leverages the equity of the 
home, a HELOC factors the worth of the property 
minus what is owed. The financing offered only 
requires repayment based on whether and how 
much of it is used. This provides funds that can 
be used for upgrades and renovations at the 
homeowner’s discretion. 



Fix the Furnace
Lastly, don’t forget the climate of your home 
as winter begins. Rickey Hayes, marketing 
manager for Sierra Air Inc. in Reno, reminds 
folks to have their heating checked.

“It’s very important to do your furnace 
maintenance every year,” he says. “With the 
furnace, you’re dealing with heat combustion, 
so there’s a gas line and flame. Everything 
needs to be working correctly and safely.”

Hayes also recommends installing a home  
humidifier, which can bring humidity levels up 
to the ideal percentage. 

“Having the right levels of humidity in your 
home can help mitigate the spreading of 
viruses and bacteria in the air,” he says. “It’s 
so good for you to be in 30 percent humidity 
because it opens up your airways and you can 
breathe easier.” 

Make it a happy, healthy, beautiful holiday 
season in your home! Should you need 
additional information, be sure to contact local 
experts for their take on the topic. 
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• Furniture
• Accessories
• Lighting
• Design
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• Space Planning

Visit us at
transcendinteriors.net
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#timetotranscend


