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Autumn Dwellings
Our pros offer tips for a home you’ll fall for.

A s the housing market in Reno-Tahoe continues 
to boom, several local home experts weigh in on 

the elements that should be top of mind this fall. 
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Housing Market in High Demand
Donna O’Connell, Reno division 
president of Toll Brothers, recognizes 
the high demand for homes in our area 
and offers a solution to those looking 
for the opportunity to purchase newly 
constructed homes without long wait 
times. Toll Brothers currently is selling 
homes that are already under construction 
and offers professionally selected finishes, 
allowing for drastically expedited move-in 
timelines. 

“In many of our Northern Nevada 
communities, we’ve reserved amazing 
home sites, and construction is underway 
on many of our luxury homes,” O’Connell 
says. “This allows you to enjoy a brand-
new home showcasing the latest design 
trends and finishes.”
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Build your new home with confi dence. 
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Figure Out Your Finances
Interest rates remain at historic lows, and 
property values have increased across 
the Sierra region. According to Shane 
Braninburg, mortgage consultant with Big 
Valley Mortgage in Reno, now may be the 
time to refinance. 

“If you’ve bought in the last few years, you 
could easily refinance and get rid of your 
mortgage insurance, consolidate your 
debt, or take cash out to prep the house 
for the holidays,” Braninburg notes.

Adore the Outdoors
With cooling temperatures and clear 
skies, your time is begging to be spent 
outdoors. Betsy Caron, Realtor with 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Drysdale Properties in Sparks, encourages 
potential buyers to be extra observant 
when spending time at outside 
gatherings. 

“Fall is a good time to start looking at 
houses again,” Caron notes. “It’s a great 
time to enjoy your outdoor space and 
entertain outdoors. You can have people 
over, open up the door, and let the crisp 
fall air in. When you’re at a friend’s house, 
start thinking about what you’d want in 
a new home and noticing what others 
have done that you like. Yard space can 
sometimes be intimidating, but there’s so 
much you can do no matter the size.”

Karen Walker Hill, residential 
specialist for Ferrari-Lund Real 
Estate in Reno, agrees, adding 
that now is the time to sell 
homes with great yards. 

“It’s not that hot. Fire pits, 
outdoor entertainment spaces, 
and big weeping trees are 
always lovely,” Walker Hill says. 
“Right now is a good time to 
captivate the buyers who want 
the outdoor space; in the fall 
you can sell a house without air 
conditioning because it’s not  
as noticeable.”



No Leaves Left Behind
With beautiful outdoor spaces comes the 
maintenance needed this time of year. 

“The late summer and fall months are the perfect 
time to double check that your gutters are clean 
and you have landscaping and flowerbeds sloped 
away from the house to control runoff,” says Sam 
Olson, team lead/owner of The Olson Group of 
RE/MAX Gold in Reno.
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Improper water control during the 
winter and spring can lead to water in 
a crawlspace or basement, which can 
breed fungus and mold. 

“It’s a transitional time, from exterior 
living to interior living, so make sure 
you’re ready for that,” Olson adds.

Rickey Hayes, marketing manager 
for Sierra Air Inc. in Reno, also 
reminds readers to schedule furnace 
maintenance and change air filters in 
the home.

“Now is the time to get this done 
before the weather gets bad,” Hayes 
explains. “Servicing a furnace is like 
having an oil change for your car. You 
want to get them done once a year. 
In September and October, when it’s 
not too hot out, run your furnace for 
30 minutes to make sure it’s working. 
If you wait until it gets super cold 
and you turn the furnace on and it 
doesn’t work, every heating and air 
conditioning company will be busy that 
day, including us.” 
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A Tidy Pantry
As the holiday season approaches, so does the 
bustle of shopping and preparing to entertain. Get a 
head start with a well-organized custom pantry from 
California Closets in Reno. 

“There’s no cookie-cutter design with our pantries 
because we work with every individual space; [the 
result] provides an incredible amount of pantry 
space,” says Dan Du Mond, design manager for 
California Closets. “We utilize the entire vertical wall 
with adjustable shelving, baskets, pull-out drawers, 
wine storage, and, yes, even cookie sheet storage. 
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Not so great credit? No problem. 

Let me help make your dream of  
owning your own home come true! 

Interest rates are at an all-time low,  
call me today.

You CAN Have Your 
Dream Home! 

“It’s one less stress to worry about with the holidays 
coming up,” he continues, explaining that a well-
designed pantry enables you to spend money more 
wisely on groceries. “You know what you’ve already 
purchased so you don’t overspend, and [the pantry is] 
more easily accessible for a quick inventory before you 
cook the big holiday dinners and have company over.” 

Hopefully, this expert advice will help you to enjoy 
the fall and planning for the holidays! If you need 
additional information, contact local professionals who 
are always happy to help.  
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“I cannot endure to waste 
anything so precious as 
autumnal sunshine by 
staying in the house.”

~ Nathaniel Hawthorne,  
The American Notebooks
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